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ASAP’s Farm Tour

September 22-23, 2012, 1-6pm
Farm Application
Application Directions: 

If you would like ASAP to consider your farm for inclusion in the 2012 Farm Tour, now in September, please complete this application. The Farm Tour, coordinated by the Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project (ASAP), showcases a selection of the area’s most outstanding farms. Over one fall weekend, community members can learn how food grows, celebrate agricultural heritage, and enjoy our rural landscape.  A limited number of farms will be selected based on factors such as offerings, accessibility, and providing customers with new experiences from year to year. The tour will focus on farms located in Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson, Madison, McDowell, Transylvania, and Yancey counties in North Carolina. 
Participating in the farm tour is a commitment. As you consider applying, please consider your willingness to:

· communicate with ASAP staff as needed, 

· host the public in a welcoming manner throughout farm tour hours,

· recruit one or more volunteers on the farm in addition to any volunteers ASAP may provide, and 

· pick up/drop off farm tour materials with ASAP. 

Farms on the tour report great results from the exposure and publicity that comes with participating. If your farm is seeking exposure and publicity, we think you’ll find the requested commitment worthwhile.

Return your completed application to Peter Marks at peter@asapconnections.org or mail to ASAP, 306 West Haywood Street, Suite 200, Asheville, NC 28801. We must receive your application by Friday, March 16 for consideration. You will be notified of your selection by Monday, April 16. Thank you for your application. 

I. Contact Information 

Name:  ___________________________
Farm Name: 
__________________________________
Mailing Address: ___________________
City, State, Zip:  __________________________________
Farm Address (if different): (Street, City, State, Zip):_____________________________________________

Home phone:
 _____________________
Work phone: 
___________________________________
Email: ___________________________
Website: ________________________________________
Which of the following may we print on the map for visitors to see? Address is automatically included. Phone number is recommended. Please check all that apply:

____Phone number
____E-mail address
____Website

II. About Your Farm

In what county is your farm located? 
What do you produce? (Please check all that apply)

__  Vegetables



__  Honey


__  Bedding plants

__  Eggs



__  Value added (Dairy)

__  Meat/Livestock products


__  Fruits



__  Value added (Produce)
 
__  Herbs 



__  Cut flowers





__  Other (please be specific):
Please describe briefly how you’ll structure the farm visit for your guests. Guided tours? Activities? A map-based self-guided tour? Etc.

Please list 3-4 key aspects of your farm that will be of interest to visitors? What will visitors do or see while on the farm? 
What products, if any, will be available for sale on your farm the weekend of the farm tour? We encourage you to sell your products during the tour!
Which of the following are characteristics of your farm? (Please check all that apply) 

__ Appalachian Grown

__ Certified Naturally Grown

__ Permaculture

__ Biodynamic

__ IPM

__ No-till

__ Water conserving

__ Pasture-based animal management

__ Conservation/Agricultural easements

__ Soil Conservation BMPs

__ Century Farm

__ Certified Organic 

__ Organic (not certified - sales under $5,000)

__ Other (please explain):

How do you market your products? (Please check all that apply)

__ Restaurants

__ Direct to stores

__ Wholesale






__ Farmers Markets – please list specific markets

__ Other (please describe):
__ CSA

__ On-farm

__ U-Pick

III. Farm Location and Map

Please write detailed directions to your farm from Asheville (or the nearest major town). Please include mileage traveled on each segment of your directions, as precisely as possible. Please note major roads and intersections or other landmarks that will help us place your farm on a map. If you were on the farm tour last year, we already have this information and you do not need to include it here, unless you’d like to make changes. 
Are Google Maps directions to your farm correct? Please visit http://maps.google.com/, enter your address, and review the directions. Should we use an address other than the one you have provided above for mapping? 

ASAP will provide directional signs to all selected farms prior to the tour.  How many do you think you would need?
IV. Logistical Information

ASAP asks that farmers be present at their farm on both days of the farm tour, starting an hour before the tour starts at 1pm. Will you be able to devote yourself to the farm tour on September 22-23 and take time to prepare for the tour beforehand?

Is there a restroom available for visitors to use at your farm? 
Have you hosted groups on your farm before (e.g., school field trips, etc.)? 
Do you have an area where visitors can park?      About how many cars can easily park at your farm at one time? 

Does your parking area need to be marked with a sign?

What would you estimate your approximate visitor capacity to be at one time? 

Do you have livestock that visitors will be able to interact with? 

Do you have hand washing facilities for visitors to use?   

V. Insurance

Do you currently carry liability insurance that covers visitors to your farm? 
If not, have you spoken to your insurance agent about the possible risks of having visitors to your farm in the absence of liability insurance? 

If you do not have liability insurance but are interested in liability coverage for the duration of the farm tour, special event liability coverage may be possible through your insurance carrier. Please note that activities involving vehicles or machinery (e.g., hay rides) often require additional/specialized liability insurance beyond the standard liability. If you are completing this application, we encourage you to be sure about what you are covered for and what your risks are. ASAP is happy to provide interested farms with a list of area insurance agents who may be able to help with farm liability insurance.
VI. Volunteers

Please note: Each farm that participates in the farm tour must be able to provide at least one volunteer for each day of the tour. ASAP and cooperating organizations will do our best to provide each farm with a second volunteer, but we cannot guarantee this. Please be sure that you can arrange at least one volunteer for each day of the tour before you initial below:

___I can provide at least one volunteer for each day of the farm tour 
VII. Farm Description

Finally, considering all of the above, please write a promotional description of what visitors will see at your farm in 40 words or less, and please include what products will be available for sale during the tour. ASAP will work with farms on the tour to develop a final version of this description for publication.

If you were on the farm tour last year, we already have this information. Please think about what new features you are highlighting. Please consider what crops or activities may have been in your description last June that would be different this September. If there are no changes, just say so.

Thank you for your application to participate in ASAP’s 2012 Farm Tour. You will be notified of our selections by Monday, April 16. 
Please return your completed application to Peter Marks at peter@asapconnections.org or mail to ASAP, 306 West Haywood Street, Suite 200, Asheville, NC 28801. We must receive your application by Friday, March 16 for consideration. You will be notified of your selection by Monday, April 16. Thank you for your application.
ASAP’s Farm Tour: Frequently Asked Questions 
What do farm visitors pay to participate?  ASAP charges $25 for each Farm Tour button. The buttons allow a carload of people to visit as many of the farms as they want during the weekend. These funds, along with sponsorships, partially cover ASAP’s promotional costs, tour map printing, staff time and travel, and volunteer outreach and coordination cost.
What’s the financial deal for farms?  ASAP does not pay farms to participate and we do not charge farms to participate. Farms are welcomed to sell products and merchandise, and many report great success in doing so.

How many visitors can I expect?  Visitor counts on any given farm range from a few per day to 500. Thirty to 120 visitors each day is the most typical range. Farms that are closer to Asheville, closer to major roads, and/or near other farms on the tour have more visitors. Farms with well-recognized names and with product lines of great interest to the public also tend to have more visitors. 

How can I ensure my visitors have a positive experience? ASAP will offer a training to all participating farms, including tips from our staff and sharing of “what works” by experienced farmers. This training is required for new farms and recommended for all farms who participate. 

In general, keep in mind these tips:

· The farms that benefit most are those that bring on several family members, volunteers, or paid staff to help on Farm Tour day. 

· Visitors are coming constantly. If, for example, your only activity is a guided tour, and you have two guides who are out with groups when a carload of visitors shows up, they will have nothing to do until a tour returns. Think about how to set up varying guided and self-guided activities so that there is always something of interest for your visitors of all ages.
· Think about why people go on farm tours. They want to know your history or story. Tell them about your farm history, growing tips and knowledge, funny stories, etc.

· Send guests home with a way to engage with your farm again – invitation to a farm dinner or class, coupon for your product at market. Give them a brochure or flyer and a reason to come back and support you again.

Are there safety concerns? Absolutely. You can minimize these concerns in various ways. 

· Assess potential farm hazards – brainstorm all of the potential things that could be hazardous and fix or avoid them. Use flagging to rope off hazardous areas or parking areas.

· Have a rain plan. Where will people go if it suddenly starts raining? Are there farm activities people can participate with indoors? 
· Have a plan for emergencies. Have all staff, volunteers, etc. keep a cell phone or walkie talkie on them throughout the tour. If you do not have cell service, make sure all volunteers, staff, etc. know where the closest phones are. Make sure that you have a full first aid kit and that your staff and volunteers can access it easily. 

· Make a list of “rules” specific to your farm and share them with staff and volunteers to cover with visitors. The rules can be framed in a positive way, but be sure to reiterate important safety rules (a.k.a. Don’t stand behind the donkey, pick up the rooster, etc.).
We’re sure you’ll have a lot more questions should your farm be selected. Just contact us and we’ll answer them as best we can. 
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